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Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont 


? | scat President of the National Woman's Party, who is directing the campaign for 4 
the Equality Reservation to United States entrance to the World Court. The | 
od eee | women of the United States have become thoroughly aroused to the dangers es _ 
i inherent in an International Code based upon inequality, and under Mrs. : 
ng Belmont’s leadership are directing their demands for Equality toward the | 
Foreign Relations Committee of the United States Senate, | 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 


relationships, 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT | 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

| throughout the United States and every — 
| place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
[House Joint Resolution Number 55] 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator P, Nys, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1982, 


by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LvpDtow, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Either Justice or Nothing 
T HAS been stated that in order to have a World Court there must be a 
| world code of law. In order to start a world code of law, a conference 
was called by the League of Nations at The Hague, March, 1930. The only 
convention adopted at this conference dealt with the question of nationality 
and contained a number of discriminations based on sex. The vote was 40 to  e 
the United States alone voting No. The State Department gave, as one reason 
for our country’s repudiation of the convention, the inequalities based on sex. 
The League of Nations sent this convention to the nations of the world 
for ratification. The United States Government again stated its objection to 
this nationality convention because it was unfair to women. The League of 
Nations has now begun a drive to ratify this convention. The convention if 


ratified would be Chapter I of the world code to be applied by the World Court, | 


This chapter would contain the principle that there could be one law for 
men and another law for women and would establish a binding precedent for 
the entire world. 


_ Since the alleged: purpose of the World Court is to set up a eratnte of 
international justice, we maintain that Chapter I as proposed by the League 


_ of Nations is wholly inappropriate. A world code based upon injustice could 


not and should not long endure, and the very fact that such a code is proptecd 
by the League augurs ill for its usefulness. 


The support of women, particularly of American women, is essential if 


the League of Nations is ever to become a vital factor in world affairs. The 


League officials are under a grave misapprehension if they think that they 


_ can win the adherence of women, particularly “a American women, by i 
_ them injustice at the very outset. 


Already the status of women in the United States is far in advance of the 
nationality convention proposed by the League. What utter nonsense, then, 
to expect American women to extend their allegiance to the League when its 
first proposal is to rob them of their hard-won rights of nationality. Do the 
League officials think that American women are acephalic that they should 
dare to hold out to them so monstrous a proposition ? 


GENATOR ‘WALSH, our maintains that it 
would take a lifetime to eliminate the discriminations against women now 
existing in the codes of the various nations of the world. It will take more than 
a lifetime, it will take forever, if Senator Walsh and the League officials have 
their way. Depriving women of the gains they have already made and 
writing new discriminations into a world code cannot avail. 


We see no good reason, anyhow, why the League should initiate its efforts 


toward a world code by proposing conventions for women. The League 
officials are almost exclusively men, and there are plenty of conventions 


regarding themselves and their own ns to fill at least Chapter I 
of the revised statutes. 


It would not take a century, it would not take a moment, for men to let 
women alone, in their international code, if they could only make up their 
minds to do so. No nationality convention at all is better than an unjust 
nationality convention, such as the League offers. 


The truth of the matter is that the League wants a world code, and the 
only “principle” upon which its officials. have so far been able to agree is, 
injustice to women. 

_ The equality reservation proposed by the National Woman’s Party in no 
wise obstructs the immediate adoption of a world code of law, Senator Walsh 
to the contrary notwithstending. It merely requires that women shall be 

+ out of the picture until such time as they may be dealt with justly. 

The question which every American woman, no matter how ardently she 
believes in the World Court, should now ask herself is, “Shall I permit my 
country to join the World Court. m4 We # basis of injustice to myself and to 
all other women?” 

If, upon reflection, she decides that she cannot conscientiously so jeopardize 
the future of her sex, let her instruct her Senators at once to vote for the 
following reservation, presented to the Foreign Relations Commatteng by the 
Senator from Illinois on March 30, 1932: 

Therefore Be It Resolved, That the United States adheres to the Court 
with the following reservation: 

“Providing, that the code of law to be administered by the World Court 
shall nut cUntain inequalities based on sex.” 


Equal Rights ; 
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Women and the World Cui 


NE of the major concerns of the 
League of Nations—eminently de- 
sirable, in view of the variety and 

conflict of national codes—is the writing 
of an international code of law to be ad- 
ministered by the World Court. The first 
conference for this purpose, as we know, 
was called at The Hague in 1930, and 
nationality, which directly affects the 
rights of — was up for considera- 
tion. 

Fresh in all our minds also is the 
valiant effort of all the women’s organi- 


zations throughout the entire world which 


had been working for equality, and which 
sent representatives to The Hague to de- 
mand that an equal nationality conven- 
tion be adopted there. | 

And now, let us recapitulate succeed- 
ing events rapidly. In spite of this united 
demand, The Hague Conference adopted, 
by a vote of forty nations against one, a 
convention based on discriminations 
against women. The lone dissenting na- 
tion was the United States. The action 
at The Hague so aroused women every- 
where that a concerted drive against rati- 
fication of The Hague Convention was 
immediately begun by leading Feminist 
organizations throughout the world. 
Under the leadership of Alice Paul, it 
was agreed that a woman’s committee be 
formed to make known the dissatisfaction 
of women with this convention. 

Since the League of Nations had spon- 
sored The Hague Conference, the women 
went before the Council to secure the 
machinery to make their protests effec- 
tive. They were successful insofar that 
the Council at its January, 1931, session 
created a committee to be known as the 
Women’s Consultative Committee on Na- 
tionality, composed of two representatives 
of each of eight leading international 
organizations. 

This committee of women met in ‘the 
League of Nations Building at Geneva 
in July, 1931, and drafted a report repu- 
diating The Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion and recommending that a new con- 
vention be submitted to all governments, 
based on equality in nationality. As soon 
as a report to this effect was handed in 
to the League of Nations, officials of the 
League’s permanent Secretariat began 
working to abolish the woman’s commit- 
tee. The committee thereupon countered 
by asking the September, 1981, Assembly 
and the January, 1952, Council of the 
League to strengthen the committee’s 
hand by official recognition and by mak- 
ing it a temporary League advisory com- 
mittee until reconsideration of this un- 
equal nationality convention should have 
been accomplished. 

The League —far from adopting this 
logical procedure—retaliated by intensi- 
fying its campaign against the committee 


By Muna Lee 


The W eicua s Party Demands an Equality 

Reservation to United States Entrance to 

the World Court—‘Let Facts Be Sub- 
mitted to a Candid World” 


and in favor of immediate ratification 
of the unjust convention. To date, the 
Council has refused to act on the wom- 
en’s proposal. 

- Women are still trying, and as yet are 
trying in vain, to make some arrangement 


_ UNITED STATES ENTRANCE 
TO WORLD COURT: | 

Be It Resolved, That the United 
States adheres to the Court with the 
following reservation : 

“Providing, that the code of law 
to be administered by the World 
Court shall not contain inequalities 
based on sex.” 


by which the protests of women on this 
subject can be brought effectively before 
the next Assembly of the League, in Sep- 
tember. Every plan, so far suggested, 
however, meets with the most determined 
opposition from the League officials. 
When these officials were asked to sug- 
gest themselves some way in which the 
opinion of women could be presented to 


the Assembly, they replied, “There is no 


way: the question is closed.” 

This means that the League intends to 
use its great power on the side of in- 
justice to women. It means further that 
the first chapter of the World Code to 
be administered by the World Court will 
be based upon sex discriminations unless 
women take immediate action to pre- 
vent this injustice. 

Furthermore, in spite of the repudia- 
tion by the Government of the United 


States of the unequal nationality con- 


vention of The Hague, the League of 
Nations in the past few weeks has been 
bending every effort to secure ratification 


of the convention by the nations of the ~ 


world. It seemed last December, when 
the United States Senate was holding its 
hearings on the World Court, that the 
danger of ratification of this nationality 
convention had passed. It now appears 
that it had not. 

At the very time that the United States 
Senate is continuing consideration of 
our entrance into the World Court, the 
League of Nations intensifies its cam- 


paign to have the nationality convention, 


which the United States has rejected, 
ratified by a sufficient number of coun- 
tries to insure its being adopted as the 
first chapter of the World Code. In 
other: words, the League is determined, 


PROPOSED RESERVATION TO | 


apparently, that this convention become 
a hard- and-fast section of world law be- 


fore the United States joins the Court. 


_ The foregoing summarizes the situation 
which the Woman’s Party faced at the 
regular meeting of its National Council 
in March, 1932. A situation, in fact, so 
charged with danger that the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party, at this 


meeting voted unanimously to support. 
a reservation to the United States adher. 


ence to the World Court. This reserva- 


tion, unanimously adopted, reads as fol- 
lows: 


“Whernas the United States Govern- 
ment refused to be a party to the Na- 
tionality Convention adopted by the First 
Conference for the Codification of Inter- 
national Law, held under the auspices 
of the League of Nations at The Hague, 
1930, one of the grounds of its refusal 
being that this convention was not based 


- on equality between men and women in 


nationality rights, for which equality this 
Government stands, and 

“Wuereas this nationality convention 
is intended to form a chapter of a world 
code of international law to be aamin- 
istered by the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice, and will form, when 
ratified by ten countries, the law to be 


administered by the court respecting na- 
tionality, and 


“Whereas the League of N is 
bending every effort to secure these and 
other ratifications, and the organized 
women of not only the United States but 


_of the world, through the Women’s Con- 


sultative Committee on Nationality which 
was created by resolution of the January, 


1931, Council of the League for the pur- 


pose-of advising the League on this mat- 
ter, have repudiated this convention and 
sought reconsideration of this question, 
and are meeting with tke resolute oppo- 
sition of League authorities in their 
efforts; therefore, be it 


“Resolved, That the United States oa: 
heres to the Court with the following 
reservation: ‘Providing, that the code of 
law to be administered by the World 
Court shall not contain inequalities based 
on sex’.” 

Hardly had this action been taken when 
striking confirmation of its advisability 
came from Mrs. Belmont, president of 
the Woman’s Party, in a cable to Mrs. 
Wiley, as national chairman. Mrs. Bel- 


mont’s cable pointed out the importance | 


of having the Woman’s Party work for 
a reservation by the United States which 
would make certain that the code of law 
for the World Court shall not contain 
inequalities based on sex. 

“It is supremely important,” warned 
Mrs. Belmont, “for American women not 
to lose their hard-won gains by our coun- 
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try’s entering into an international agree- 


ment giving recognition to a world sys- 


tem of law founded on inequality. We 
find that the League officials at Geneva 
insist on going forward with The Hague 
Convention discriminating against wom- 
en. They are trying to secure ratification 
of this convention as the beginning of the 
world code to be carried out by the World 
Court. I feel that as American women 
we should insist upon reconsideration of 
this convention before our country ac- 
cepts the World Court and thereby com- 
mits itself to the proposed code. I hope 
you can find a way to have a hearing be- 
fore the Foreign Relations Committee in 
the Senate before it is too late.” | 
The difficult task of getting the reserva- 
tion presented to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations was undertaken. Members 
of the committee were interviewed, and 


- Senator J. Hamilton Lewis, of Illinois, 


agreed to present the reservation along 
with a request for a hearing upon it. 
Tris Calderhead Walker from New York 
and Elsie Hill from Connecticut, came to 
National Headquarters to take charge of 
the campaign. Edith Weber and Marion 
Stewart of the Young Women’s Council 
lobbied enthusiastically. Maud Younger, 
.. convalescing from influenza, took up her 
- familiar path along the Capitol’s marble 
eorridors, winning adherents for the 
reservation. 
On the morning of her arrival, Elsie 
Hill, stopping for a moment to greet the 
Senate doorkeeper, who has been there 
since the days of the suffrage struggle, 
asked, “Do you remember me after all 
these years?” And he answered, “Indeed, 
I do, Miss Hill! It’s just like old times.” 
While Senators were being interviewed 


and press stories were being sent out to — 


a list of three hundred leading dailies, 
and to the great press associations of the 
world, Woman’s Party officers and mem- 


Court. 


bers in many States, thoroughly roused 


to the necessity of immediate action, were 
telegraphing to the Foreign Relations 


Committee demanding a hegring on the 


proposed reservation. Among those who 
telegraphed from New York were Jane 
Norman Smith, Sarah Pell, Grace Hoff- 


man White, Mrs. John Winters Brannan, 


Ruth Vandeer Litt, Mrs. Lloyd Williams, 
Elizabeth Selden Rogers, Marion May and 


Anita Pollitzer. Also Olive Stott Gabriel, 


president of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers, Mathilde Ammen, of 
Montana, Leila Enders, of New Jersey, 
and Sue Brobst of California, all sent 
urgent messages demanding a hearing; 
as many others in widely-scattered States 
have done and continue doing. . More than 
eighty telegrams urging a hearing reached 
Senator Borah im one day from Balti: 
more alone. 


It would be difficult ‘to over-emphasize 


the effect of these requests pouring in 
from over the country. 
The Foreign Relations Committee held 


its meeting, with Senator Borah, chair- 
man, presiding, on Wednesday morning, 
March 30. Narcotics, not the World 


Court, was the subject of the day; but 
Senator Lewis, true to his promise, pre- 
sented the Woman’s Party reservation 
to United States adherence to the World 


tion. Senator Walsh of Montana ob- 
jected. It was agreed that consideration of 


the reservation would be postponed until — 


next week, when it was expected that 
Secretary of State Stimson would be able 
to appear before the committee and the 


- World Court would be up for discussion. 


Senator Johnson of California read 
into the record and gave to the press the 
following telegram, from Mrs, Belmont, 
which he had received just before enter- 
ing the committee room : 


Senator La Follette. thereupon 
asked for consideration of the reserva- 


Equal Rights 


“Senator Hiram J ohnson, 
“Commitiee on Foreign Relations, 
“U, §. Senate, Washington. 


‘Wish to urge adoption by Senate of 
reservation that if United States enter, 
into World Court it shall first make ce;. 
iain that the code of law to be used by 
the Court shall not contain ineaualitia 
based on sex. We find that League of 
Nations officials at Geneva insist upoy 
going forward with Hague nationality 
convention discriminating against womey | 
and are still trying to secure ratification 
of this convention as the beginning of 
world code of law tg be carried out by 
the World Court. It is supremely in. | 
portant to American women not to lox 
their hard-won gains for equality by ou: 
country’s entering into any international 
agreement recognizing a system of lay 
founded upon inequality between men 
and women. I wish to express to you 


_ the grateful appreciation of the National 


Woman’s Party for your leadership in 
this fight to keep American women from 
losing, through international action, any 
of the equality which has now been estab. 
lished in our country.” 
“Atva E. BELMONT, President 
“Natl. Woman’s Party of U. § 


_ Woman’s Party members waited out- 


side the door of the Foreign Relations | 


Committee Room for word that the Reser. 
vation had been introduced. As soon as 


Senator Lewis came-out to inform Iris | 


Calderhead Walker, director of the Cam- | 
paign for the Equality Reservation, of its — 
introduction, word was flashed to the 


press and went out over the wires to 


women throughout the United States 


‘ anxiously awaiting the outcome. 


And the Woman’s Party immediately © 
began. vigorous campaigning to have the 
hearing on the Reservation at the earliest — 
possible moment. Every reader of this 
article can help by sending a telegram 
to Senator Borah, chairman of the For- 
eign Relations Committee, asking. that the 
hearing be granted without delay. : 


Elsie Hill Answers eatin Walsh 


re ENATOR WALSH makes it per- 
S fectly clear that he considers our 
adherence to the World Court of 
more importance than Equal Rights be- 
tween men and women,” declared Elsie 
Hill of Connecticut on Friday morning 
April 1. Miss Hill is a member of the 
National Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party and a leader in the Woman’s 
Party’s campaign to secure an equality 
reservation to United States entrance to 
the World Court. 

Senator Walsh (D.) of Montana was 
quoted by the press as saying with regard 
to the adoption of the equality reserva- 
tion to United States entrance to the 
World Court: 

“There isn’t a chance in the world for 
- its adoption. It provides that until a 
code of international law is written pro- 
viding Equal Rights for women, the 


- United States would refrain from joining 


the court. 


“It would take a lifetime to get a code 


of international law written establishing 
Equal Rights for women.” 

The full text of.Miss Hill’s answer to 
Senator Walsh is as follows: 

“Senator Walsh has apparently let his 
feelings get the better of his fine legal 
mind. We are not trying to hold up 


American adherence to the World Court 


for a ‘lifetime,’ nor does the Equal Rights 
reservation submitted by Senator Lewis 
on Wednesday involve this. The Confer- 
ence for the Codification of International 
Law held two years ago at The Hague 
adopted only one convention. This is the 
nationality convention which discrimi- 
nates against women. Under our reser- 
vation this convention must be changed 


before the adherence of the United States 
to the World Court becomes effective. 
Perhaps Senator Walsh has forgotten 
that the United States refused to be 4 
party to this convention, and that our 
State Department has officially told the 
League of Nations that we did not sign 
jand ratify because it was unjust 1 
women. 

“However, Senator Walsh makes it pe!- 
fectly clear that he considers our adher- 
ence to the World Court of more impor 
tance than BPqual Rights between men 


_ and women. It would almost appear that 
- he considers the latter of no importance. 


I would like to ask Senator Walsh 
whether upon second thought he does n0t 
believe that all courts, ever the World: 
Court, are made to serve men and wome2 
rather than that men and women are 
made to serve courts.” 
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April 9, 1932 


Reservation on thie 


N evening, March 31, El- 
O sie Hill spoke over WJSV on the 


Equality Reservation to United 


States entrance to the World Court. Miss 
Hill sketched briefly the history of The 
Hague nationality convention and showed 
the strenuous efforts of the League of Na- 
tions to force it upon the women of = 
world over their protests. : 
“We must safeguard women against the 


danger that this new code which the court | 


will apply shall repeat all the Old World 
inequalities to which the American spirit 
is opposed,” she said. “Too often women 
have permitted unjust national cedes to 


be written without protest, with the re-_ 


sult that women suffer grave legal injus- 
tice in every country of the world. 

“American women do not propose, 
without protest, to let this new interna- 


* @ tional era usher in an international code 


to be applied by the World Court which 


@ will be similarly unjust, only more alarm- 
ing because it will women every-— 


where. 
“We are to do this. But women 


are driven to it. We see no other way.” 
The Reservation was on the air again 
the following evening, Friday, April 1, 
when Iris Calderhead Walker discussed 
it over the WEAF network of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company. “Two 
years ago,” she recalled, “representatives 
of forty-eight nations assembled to fix 
their signatures to what? To a new con- 


vention which would advance peace, har- 


mony, and justice among the nations? 
No! They had been able to agree on but 
one international principle, and that one 


of unequal nationality rights for men and 


women, writing into the world code Old 
World discriminations against women. 
The Old World standard of one law for 
men and another law for women... . .” 
Mrs. Walker narrated tersely and force- 
fully the shameful story of the disregard 
shown women during the intervening 
period, closing on a forceful climax: 
“League officials are bringing every 
pressure to bear upon United States ad- 
herence to the World Court. Fortunately 
for us, that changes the scene. me are 


away from the ola World and back to 
our own, The Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee of the Senate is made up of our 
duly elected representatives, and we can 
rightfully petition for a fair hearing. Sen- 
ator J. Hamilton Lewis presented this 
motion for a hearing on the equality reser- 
vation on Wednesday last. He also pre- 
sented our reservation, which must go 
wherever the court goes. The business of 
the day before the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee that morning happened to be not 
the world Court, but the narcotic treaty. 
And the action taken afforded an interest- 
ing parallel. The sixth and last of the 
reservations to the narcotic treaty, 
adopted that morning, was the one which 
stated that the United States will not 
submit to an international law on_nar- 


cotics that is less strict than our national 


law. 

“That is all we ait That when the 
United States enters the World Court it 
shall demand that the code to be admin- 
istered by that court shall not take a 
lower position than we take nationally.” 


The Eastern Shore Campaign 


\X/ night of heavy rain, three cam- 


-paigners from Washington, D.-C., 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, chairman of the 
National Council of the National Woman’s 


Party; Abby’ Scott Baker, internation-— 


ally known Feminist; and Margaret 
Luers, chairman of the Students’ Council, 
‘started for the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land on the morning of March 28, Mrs. 
Wiley driving the trusty Dodge which 


has traveled over three thousand miles 
‘in the quest for Equal Rights. On account 


of two feet of water over the Defense 


Highway at the Peace Cross, the party 


had to detour ten miles through Upper 


Marlbore to reach Annapolis. Crossing 


over to Claiborne the Bay was angry with 
flashing whitecaps and on the Eastern 
Shore on several occasions it seemed as 
if the Dodge would be minus a roof. 
The first call was upon Mrs, Alfonso 


Boley, chairman of the Eastern Shore dis-. 


trict of the Maryland State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. A warm welcome and 
a warm fire greeted the travelers who 
were charmed by their host and hostess, 
Mr. and Mrs. Boley. It was Mrs. Boley’s 
birthday, which the travelers enjoyed 
sharing with this progressive, able wom- 
an, who is a real power on the Eastern 
Shore. Armed with all necessary data, 
they again set out to contact important 
people and went first to Tilghman, Talbot 
County, and then to Easton where the 
first night was spent, The morning of 
March 29 was spent at Easton, seeing 


ITH a high wind blowing, after . 


By Anna Kelton Wiley 


the ieaders*in the community” and -at 12 
the party was at Ridgely at a meeting of 
the Community Club. Among the guests 
present were Mrs. Beatrice Bower, presi- 
dent, Ridgely Community Club; Mrs. 


Fred Flounders, president, Community 


Club, Caroline County; Mrs. John L. 
Whitehurst, president, Maryland State 
Federation of Women’s Clubs; Mrs. 
Clarence Fraim, legislative chairman, 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs; 
Mrs. Ethel B. Booth, Delaware Federa- 
tion State Parliamentarian; Mrs. Alfonso 
Boley, president, Eastern Shore district, 


Maryland State Federation; and about 


two hundred other guests. A delightful 
program followed the lunch in the parish 


house of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Following the Bicentennial play, Mrs. 
Whitehurst, Mrs. Fraim and Mrs. Boley 


spoke most interestingly on general Fed- 
eration topics. Mrs, Wiley was then in- 


troduced and given time to discuss the 


proposed Equal Rights Amendment and 
jury service for women. Mrs. Baker 
spoke on “Protective Laws Which Do 
Not Protect”; and Miss Luers spoke on 
“Youth and the Equal Rights Movement,” 


telling the details of the essay prize con- 


test. 

The party then started to Salisbury 
stopping twice en route to see important 
people. Arrived at Salisbury toward 


evening on March 29, they found the 


Methodist conference in scssion and for 


a time it seemed as if as they would have 
to sleep in the Dedge, as every hotel was 
full. Fimally they found a quiet haven 


With Mrs, Mollie S. Mears, at 105 Wal- 


nut Street. This turned out to be most 


fortunate and in addition to Mrs. Mear’s — 


helpful kindness they found Mrs. C. L. 
Sulliver, also living at 105 Walnut Street, 


a valuable friend and ally in contacting 


the leading women in Salisbury. The 
morning of March 30 was spent seeing 
important people and seeing the editors 


of the two papers, 


At two-forty-five the party was cordially 
received by Dr. Holloway, principal of 
the Salisbury Normal School, a delight- 


fully witty, charming man. Dr. Holloway | 


said he was not a Feminist and then 
added that he had worked for equal pay 


between men and women teachers and 


had successfully opposed the dismissal of 
married women teachers. If all men were 
as good Feminists as Dr. Holloway, we 
would ask no more. The party addressed 
a special assembly of the school. After 
the meeting they had the pleasure of 
meeting Mrs. Harry Harcum, president 
of the Women’s Club of Salisbury. 


Then off to Chestertown, arriving there 
in two hours and a half at 6.45 P. M., 
March 30. 

Miss Margaret Brewer, les of women, 
entertained the travelers hospitably at 
Reid Hall, the girls’ dormizory of historic 
Washington College, founded in 1782, the 
only one of the many Washington Col- 


| 
He 
d 
f 
‘ 
of 
i} 
Se 
ey 
> 
| 
a 
In 
i 
ym 
4 Ee 
ny 
b 
/ 
| 
ite 
as 
ris 
m- 
its 
i 
he 
tes 
he Lee 
iy 
am 
or- i 
the } 
ay 
ive 
ae 
tell 
a 
our 
the a4 
10 
per" 
her- 
por: i 
men 
| 
hat an 
ld 
men 
- 


* 


ft 


78 


leges upon which George Washington per- 
‘sonally bestowed his name. 

On Thursday, March 31, at the assem- 
bly, Mrs. Wiley addressed the facuity and 
students on the topic, “The History of the 
Equal Rights Movement,” followed by 
Miss Margaret Luers, who outlined the 
essay contest for the girls. Excellent 
music was furnished by the students’ 
orchestra. Dr. Paul Emerson Titsworth, 
president of the college, presided. Dr. 
Esther M. Dole, Dr. Frederick G. Liv- 
ingood and Dean Margaret Brewer were 
present on the platform. 

Following the assembly the party were 
entertained at luncheon by Mrs. Fred G. 
Usilton at the Mad Hatter Tea Room. 


Among the guests were Miss Margaret 


Brewer, Mrs. Will C. Westcott, Mrs. J. H. 
Clendaniel, Mrs. Evelyn Harris, Miss 


- Addie Glascock, Dr. Esther Dole, Mrs. 


Herbert Perkins, Mrs. P. A. M. Brooks, 
Mrs. E. A. Sepsmett, Mrs. Florence Snod- 
grass, Mrs, Charles N. Satterfield, Miss 


Nellie E. Walters, Miss Anne Smith, Mrs. 
David B. Ford. After lunch an informal | 
Fred G. 


discussion followed and Mrs. 
Usilton was made chairman of a pres- 
pective branch of the Woman’s Party 


‘In the afternoon at 4 P. M. Miss Luers 
addressed a meeting of the girl students, 


told more deiaiis of the essay contest 


and started the nucleus of a students 


Women Decry 


¥N the name of 
Leagues Law American wom- 
Nati 
Washington Herald 


Woman's 
yesterday protested 
to the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee against ap- 
proval of the League Court protocol. 

The Party appealed for a hearing to 


March 31, 1932. 


support a reservation offered by Senator | 


Lewis (D.) of Illinois to prohibit the 
court from administering law based on 
inequalities of sex. 

Chairman Borah announced the com- 
mittee would decide at its meeting next 
Wednesday whether to grant a hearing. 

“At the same time Senator Johnson (R.) 


of California read into the Congressional | 


Record a cablegram from Mrs. Alva E. 
Belmont, president of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, who is now in Paris. She de- 
nounced the League of Nations for at- 
tempting to secure ratification of The 
Hague nationality convention which dis- 
criminates against women. She said: 


‘It is supremely important to Ameri-— 


can women not to lose their hard-won 
gains for equality by our country enter- 
ing into any international agreement rec- 
ognizing a system of law founded upon 
inequality between mén and women. 

“7 wish to express to you the gratefu! 


Party 


council at Washington College. Her curly 
light hair, earnest blue eyes and animated 
manner captivated her audience and her 
convincing arguments lead us to believe 
that Washington College will add an- 
other students council to those ——, 
formed. 

In the evening the sassy accompanied 
by Miss Brewer, Mrs. Usilton and Mrs. 
Westcott drove 15 miles in the rain to 


this house of Mrs. Evelyn Harris, farmer, © 


author and lecturer, In an ancient house, 


- over a hundred years old, the party was 


fascinated by the recital of the plucky and 
ingenious enterprise of Mrs. Harris in 
conducting her farm and raising her five 
children alone. 


On Friday, April 1, Mrs. Baker unite | 


tunately had to return to Washington. 


Mrs. Baker’s wit and charm added greatly 
_to the success of the trip. Miss Luers and 
Mrs. Wiley continued around the top of 


the Bay to Havre de Grace where they 
were delightfully entertained for lunch 
by Mrs. Theodore W. Forbes at the Hotel 
Bayou. The other guests were Mrs. 
Charles E, Bryan and Mrs. John Meigs. 


The party then proceeded to the delightful 


home of Mrs. Edward M. Allen, in Dar- 


lington, Harford County. The home of 
_ Mrs. Allen has been in the family for 


five generations, and is a eee. 
place. 


Press Comment 


appreciation by the National Woman’s 


Party of your leadership ia this fight ¢ 


keep American women from losing 


through international action any of the 
equality which has now been established 
in our country.” 

Aside from a brief discussion of the 
Equal Rights reservation by Senator 
Lewis, the committee shelved the League 
Court issue until Secretary of State Stim- 
son is well enough to appear to explain 


the Root-Hurst formula. 
Seek Equality in ‘ASHINGTOX, 
World Court March 30. — 
The National Wom- 
March 30. 1932 ?_s- proposed a reserva- 


tion to United 
States adherence to 
the World Court providing that “the code 
of law to be administered by the World 
Court shall not contain inequalities based . 
on sex.” 

At the same time Mrs. Harvey W. 
Wiley, national chairman, announced 


that the Party had requested a hearing 


on the suggested reservation before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


“The World Court must not be permitted 
to administer a code of law in opposition 
to the interest of women,” she declared. 


At this meeting Mrs. Wiley traced Re: 


Equal Rights 


international work of the Woman’s Party 


at The Hague and Geneva, discussed the 


proposed Equal Rights Amendment and 
spoke on jury service for women. Mrg 
Theodore W. Forbes, who arranged the 
delightful meeting, presided. The guests 
present were Mrs. Edward M. Allen, | 
hostess; Mrs. Theodore W. Forbes, pre. | 
siding; Mrs. William Stump, Mrs. John 
Meigs, Mrs. F. E. Powell, Mrs.. H. 


Knight, Mrs. Bertram Stump, Miss Eliza. 


beth Williams, Mrs. Robert Meigs, Mrs. | 
Clifford Bragdon, Mrs. Dean Hudnut, 


‘Mrs. V. A. Webb Peploe, Miss Lucy | 


Williams, Mrs. J. Alexis Shriver, Miss 
Daisy Kirkland, Mrs. Claude Brighan, 
Mrs. B. J. Williams, Miss Hannah Hop. 
kins, Mrs. Kirk, Mrs. Edward Worthing- 
ton, Mrs. Charles E. Bazan; Mrs. John 
Webster, Mrs. Charles W. Mrs, 
John H. Price, 

Mrs. Wiley and Miss Luers spent the 
night at the quaint old County Club Inn 
at Bel Air, Md. 

On Saturday, April 2, they met - the 
Maryland Branch of the Woman’s Party 
at lunch at the Woman’s City Club, Balti- 
more; where a report was made of the | 
week’s activities. | 

‘Summary: The party spoke at seve 
meetings, addressed about seven hundred 
people, contacted eight Assemblymen, 
gave stories to nine —— and 
drove 450 


The Woman’s: Party, Mrs. Wiley said, 
feels that unless it is expressly reserved 
otherwise, United States adherence to the 
court means recognition of a system of 
law repugnant to American women and 
to the United States Government. | 

In her request to the Senate Committee 
Mrs. Wiley charged that the League of 
Nations is refusing reconsideration of au 
unequal nationality convention, the first 
chapter of a world code, to be adminis- 
tered by the Permanent Court of Interna- 
tional Justice, and is bending every effort 


to have it ratified at the earliest possible 


moment by all the nations of the world. 

The United States alone, among the 
forty-eight nations attending the confer- 
ence which drew up the code at The Hague 
in 1930, refused to be a party to the con- 
Jention: whieh failed to eatabliah equality 
between men and women in nationality 
rights, she pointed out. 

Mrs. Wiley further charged that the 
League of Nations is trying to abolish 
the Women’s Consultative Committee on 
Nationality which was set up by the 
Council of the League to advise the 
League on this matter, because the wom- 
en’s committee has repudiated the conver: 
tion and sought reconsideration of it. 

“The Woman’s Party,” she said, “de 
mands that the United States safeguard 
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American women against a code of law 
to be administered by the World Court 
containing inequalities based on sex. They 
want to be sure that this unfair beginning 
of a code is abandoned before the United 
states enters the World Court. After 
entry it will be too late to affect this 
situation.” 


New Blow to 

League Court Entry dispute over the 
League of Nations 
Permanent Court 


of International 


Washington Times, 
March 31, 1932. 


Justice today was 


expanded to include the question of the 
Equal Rights of women. 

This sex issue was injected into the 
controversy when the National Woman’s 
Party sponsored an “Equal Rights” reser- 
vation to the Root formula for American 
adherence to the court. 

The reservation has aroused the ire of 


court advocates, who fear it will divide 


feminine sentiment now chi Ameri- 
can adherence. 

Indeed it is regarded as likely to throw 
hundreds of thousands of women into the 
fight to prevent American adherence, so 
long as the court—and its European sig- 
natories—fail to acknowledge the il 
trine of Equal Rights, 

’ Senator Walsh (D.) of Montana, leader 
of the pro-court group in the Senate, said: 


“There isn’t a chance in the world for © 


its adoption. It provides that until a 
code of international] law is written, pro- 


@ viding Equal Rights for women, the 


United States would refrain from joining 


the court. 


Polish Women Students 
N AN article on “The Universities of 
Poland,” Dr. Helena Wieckwska tells 
us in La Femme Plonaise that the situa- 
tion in regard to the higher education of 
women in Poland has completely changed 


since the war. Up to that time women © 


were practically excluded from higher 
education, but “the war put an end to 
this state of affairs and there is at present 


no distinction in the treatment of women | 


students. 


“The percentage of students is actually 
08 per cent. of our entire feminine youth. 


Their actual number reaches the imposing 


figure of one thousand five hundred. That 
is to say that of every one thousand Po- 
lish women, one is a university student, a 
remarkable and, so far as we know, an 
unsurpassed percentage. The majority of 
women students are enrolled in the philo- 
sophical depariments—about eight thou- 


sand—and, indeed, outuumber their male 


colleagues. This is due to the fact that 
the majority of women are preparing for 
teaching positions, the most available for 


HE American 


“Tt would take a lifetime to get a code 
of international law written, establishing 
Equal Rights for women. The idea of 


holding up American adherence until 


such a code is prepared, with or without 
the provision they ask, would mean in- 
definite postponement of further action. 
“If they were flatly against American 
adherence to the court, they couldn’t take 
any better way of peecemplianing their 


purpose.” 


The Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 


| tee meanwhile decided to consider the pro- . 


posed reservation after hearing Secretary 


of State Stimson on the question whether — 
_ the Root formula contains the old fifth 
‘reservation prohibiting advisory opinions 


on American issues, 


Ask World Court 
Equality 
Baltimore Sun, 
30, 19382. 


TION to the 
protocol of adher- 
ence to the World 
Court was put be- 
fore the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee today by Sen- 
ator Lewis, Democrat, of Illinois, in be- 
half of the National Woman’s Party. 

The reservation would have American 
adherence to the court dependent upon 
the consideration that the “code of law 


to be administered by the World Court | 


shall not contain inequalities based on 
sex.” 

Mrs. Alva E. Belmont, president of the 
Woman’s Party, in a telegram presented 


to the Senate by Senator Johnson, Re- 


publican, of California, said: “We find 


Feminist Notes 


women. In order of feminine choice, 
other faculties are: law, business, medi- 
eine, pharmacy, agriculture, dental sur- 
gery, where the number of women is far 
greater than men, 370 to 84; art, chem- 


istry, and architecture.” 


Old-Fashioned Patriotism 


.MMENSE crowds attended the funeral 


in Osaka, Japan, of a young Japanese 
woman, the victim of an antiquated form 
of patriotism. Wife of a Japanese army 
officer who had been mobilized and or- 


dered to Manchuria, Mme. Inoue com- 


mitted suicide so that her husband would 
not be hampered in the execution of his 


military duties by thoughts of his re 


family. 


German Children Get Vacations | 
HE women of Switzerland, troubled 
by the distress in Germany, have or- 

ganized a Society for Children’s Vaca- 


- tions that is helping thousands of unfor- 


tunate German children. The society 
places children in Swiss homes for vaca- 
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that League of Nations officials at Geneva 
insist upon going forward with The 
Hague nationality convention discrimi- 
nating against women and are still try- 
ing to secure ratification of the conven- 
tion as the beginning of a world code of 
law to be carried out by the World Court. 

“Tt is supremely important to American 
women not to lose their hard won gains 
for equality by our country entering into 
any international agreement recognizing 


a system of law founded upon inequality 
between men and women.” 


The Woman’s Party reservation oti a 
new stumbling block in the way of early 
Senate action on the World Court. The 


Foreign Relations Committee did not even 


consider the protocol today, awaiting Sec- 
retary Stimson’s appearance. 


_ Married Women ARRIED 
Best Teachers women are 
Boston Herald, superior. to 
Boston, Mass., ones as_ teachers, 


the Teachers’ Col- 
lege of Columbia 
University has con- 
cluded from a survey. The experience of 
marriage and motherhood is of paramount 
value for a teacher with children in her 
care, investigators working under Dr, 
Thomas Alexander, director of the new 
school, experimental unit of the college, 
and Dr. Agnes Snyder, assistant pro- 


March 17, 1932. 


fessor, asserted. 
They believe it is a mistake that.a . 


young woman should be made to feel she 
must choose between marriage and teach- 


ing. 


tion periods of eight weeks or more, where 


they recuperate somewhat from the mis- 
ery and malnutrition of their native 
homes. Some of the children are cared 
for in institutions but for the most part 
they are placed with private families in 
the country, always under supervision of 
visiting members of the society. 


Women Run Air-Taxi 
*WO young Englishwomen, Pauline 
Gower and Dorothy Spicer, ran a 
highly successful air-taxi service last 
summer in Wallingford; England, and are 
now making preparations for a long flight 
abroad. Miss Gower, who qualified for 


her “A” license in less than a total of 


eight flying hours, was the third woman 
to obtain the “B” license, passing the 
difficult tests that enable an air-pilot to 
ply for hire, Assisted by Miss Spicer— 
the second woman to obtain an engineer’s 
license in England—Miss Gower did most 
iss Spicer looked 
after the engine and machinery. The two 
young women attended themselves to all 
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the details of their air service, camping 
on the field from which their trips were 
made, Their working day began at dawn 
and ended at nightfall, At first content 
to watch the handling of the air-taxi by 
these unassisted women, the crowds grad- 
ually beeame convinced of their capability 
and the venture proved a decided success. 
“We are out to prove” Miss Gower said 
in an interview for the Vote “That women 


are as able and reliable in aviation as 


men and that they can run a show by 
themselves without the aid of men.” 


French Youth and Sex Education 
N La Franceise Mme. Dr. Germaine 
| Montreuil-Straus reports the growth 
and success of the work of the Committee 


for Feminine Education in France. . 


Aroused to pity and indignation by the 
condition of the future mothers of 
France, a group of women physicians in 


1925 set about a campaign to enlighten 


the feminie public on the prevention and 


cure of venereal disease, care of infants, 
preparation for marriage and maternity, 
ete. “After two years of educative ef- 
fort,” Mme. Montreuil-Straus says, “We 
realized that in this matter of dealing 
with the dangers attendant on the mater- 
nal functions and particularly with 
venereal disease, with its moral aspects, 
we were arriving too late in directing our 
talks only to girls and women.” 
Accordingly, in 1929, the committee 
gave its first “causerie” in Bordeaux be- 
fore an audience of thirteen hundred 
young people of both sexes on the impor- 
tance of sexual education and the respon- 
sibility of parents in this regard. The 


committee’s work, begun as a purely fem- 


inine campaign, has since expanded rap- 
idly and has met with enthusiastic re- 


_ sponse from every province of France. 


Equal Rights 


All the conferences given by the commit. 
tee are held by qualified physicians, but 
the work has been splendidly assisted by 
the collaboration of women maanietens: in 
social work and in education. 


Medical Sueded 
“HE new million-dollar Woman’s Hos. 
pital of Detroit that was opened 
three years ago has not only amply fn). 
filled the purpose for which it was origi- 
nally started more than sixty years ago, 
but has demonstrated that an institution 
can be successfully carried on by a man. 
agement composed entirely of women. 
Under the able supervision of Miss Wad. 
dell, who came to Detroit from Chicago 
to take the superintendency, and with the 
support and active co-operation of the 
staff, this enterprise has becomé one of 
the notable achievements in a city famed 

for outstanding 


News from the Field - 


Senator Bulow Honor Guest 


¥ EXPERIENCE as a lawyer has 


lead me to agree with the stand 
of the National Woman's Party for Equal 
Rights in-law for men and women,” de- 
clared Hon. William J. Bulow (Demo- 
erat), Senator from South Dakota, in an 
address which he delivered at Alva Bel- 


mont House, National Headquarters of 


the National Woman’s Party, on Sunday 
afternoon, April 3. 

“The adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment,” he said, “and your program 
to get equality of the sexes into the World 
Code will make history. It will bring 
about a better situation in the world.” 


Senator Bulow declared himself strong- 


ly in favor of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the United States Constitution 


which the National. Woman’s Party is — 


sponsoring. He said, in part: 


“It is only self-respecting that women | 


‘should want to have the Constitution of 
the United States guarsaniee to them the 
equal protectica of the laws; a special 
prenouncement by Constitutional Amend- 
ment that men and women shall have 
Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its juris- 
diction. I want to compliment the Na- 
tional Woman's Party upon its effort to 
write the principle of Equai Rights into 
the Constitution of the United States. 
And when you do, this will be a better 
eountry in which to live.” 
Orme presided at the 
; and Mrs, Peter Drury, Mrs. David 
Otisexghans and Mrs. John Mock poured. 
Senator Bulow. was Governor of South 
from 1927 


Bermuda Again Rejects Suffrage 
NCE more the women of Bermuda 
have been rebuffed in their valiant 
efforts to obtain the vote. On April 1 the 
House of Assembly defeated the suffrage 

measure hy a 2 to 1 ballot. i 

Tt is sad to note that Dr. ‘George D. 
Patterson, a former member of the faculty 
of Princeton University, led the opposi- 
tion with the old fallacious phrase about 
“the change is inexpedient” and “public 
opinien is against votes for women.” | 
The suifragists based their fight on the 
principle upon which our democracy 
rests “No taxation without representa- 
tien.” 


A Working Woman Speaks 


CASEY brought Irish wit 


to bear upon a vexed problem on Fri- 


day afternoon, April 7, when she broad- 


casted “A Working Woman Speaks” over 
WJZ from New York. WBAL in Balti- 
more, WRC in Washington, and asso- 
ciated stations carried Miss Casey's talk. 

We have heard too much of “the in- 
articulate mass of working women” who 
need self-appointed spokesmen for their 
(presumptive) opinions. Miss Casey is a 
working woman who is delightfully arti- 
culate, who knows what women in indus- 


try want and who expresses forcibly the 


one sure method of obtaining it. 


Woman's Party Appoints Delezates 

ANE NORMAN SMITH of New York, 
J Florence Bayard Hilles of Delaware, 
Leila Enders of New Jersey, and Ella 


Riegel of Pennsylvania have been named 


as delegates of the National Woman's 
Party to the thirty-sixth annual meeting 
of the American Academy of Political 
Science, April 15 and i6, at the Bellerue- 
Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia. National 


and world planning will be the theme of 
the six sessions. 

The opening topic Friday, April 5, will 
be, “Can Capitalism Plan?” The afier- 


noon will be devoted to illusiration of 
plans. The Russian and American meth- 


ods of planning will occupy that evening. 
Saturday morning the convention wil! try 
to measure the extent to which world 
fimancial control is possible. Public 


‘works and employment will make up the 


afternoon program, and the concluding 
evening session will be on “Guiding tle 
Future of America.” | 
Woman’s Party delegates will stress 
the imperative necessity of equal rights 
in industry, to be secured only by ap 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 


Distinguished Bolivian Visits Headquarter 

ENORA DE ABELLI, wife of the 
- Minister of Bolivia to the United 
States, was a charming guest at Alva Bé!- 
mont House on Tuesday afternoon, March 
29. Sefiora de Abelli, a United States 


citizen by birth, acquired Bolivian nation- 


ality upon her marriage. Her husband's 
family has a distinguished record in the 
history of Latin America. 

Among those whe greeted Sra. de 
Abelli over the teacups were Dori 


_ Stevens, chairman of the Inter-American 


Commission of Women; Iris Calderhead 
Walker of New York, Fanny Bunand 
Sevastos of France, Sra. Conchita Riba: 
de Macmillan of Cuba, Jennie E. Wrigh' 
and Mrs. Clayton B. Corliss of Was- 
ington. | 
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